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Highlights of the IB Program at KIS 
 
In 1976 Kodaikanal International School became the first school in India and the second school in Asia to adopt the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma program with thirty two years of proven experience. 
 
KIS is unique in offering the IB Diploma program in parallel with the KIS Diploma since 1976. The IB Diploma 
program is fully integrated with the KIS Diploma which is accredited by the Middle States Association of Schools 
and Colleges. The KIS Diploma must be taken by all students from grade 9 to 12. However, students have the 
option of also doing the full IB Diploma or taking IB certificates in certain subjects if desired alongside the KIS 
Diploma .The IB curriculum is followed for the KIS Diploma thus ensuring their effective integration with one 
another. 
 
Apart from satisfying the rigorous IB requirements, the IB Diploma students also need to satisfy additional 
requirements for the KIS Diploma which are: 
 

• Computer Application (2.5 credits) 
• FAPA (5 credits) 
• Social Experience (20 hours per year) 
• Health (2.5 credits) 
• Physical Education (3 credits per semester) 
• Religious Education (2.5 credits) 

 
Thus the full IB diploma graduates are also awarded the KIS Diploma on successful completion of the given 
requirements. 
 
For approximately 600 students coming from around 30 countries KIS offers a large variety of second languages at 
various levels in keeping with its philosophy of promoting international mindedness. 
 
KIS offers a large number of IB subjects in comparison with other international schools in India, including Visual 
Arts and Music. 
 

IBO mission statement 
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end 
the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs of 
international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right. 

IB learner profile 
The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity 
and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better and more peaceful world. IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research 
and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained 
throughout their lives. 
 
Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they 
acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 
 
Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach 
complex problems and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with 
others. 
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Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of 
the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that 
accompany them. 
 
Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and 
evaluating a range of points of view and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 
personal commitment to service and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 
 
Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their 
beliefs. 
 
Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal 
well-being for themselves and others. 
 
Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and 
understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development. 
The IB learner p 

Fundamental Principles of the Diploma Program 
 
 From its inception, the development of the Diploma Program was based on three fundamental principles: 
 

• the need for a broad general education, establishing the basic knowledge and critical thinking skills 
necessary for further study 

•  the importance of developing international understanding and citizenship for a more peaceful, productive 
future 

•  the need for flexibility of choice among the subjects to be studied, within a balanced framework, so that the 
students’ options could correspond as far as possible to their particular interests and capacities. 

 
Attempting to encapsulate the aims of the program in a single sentence, Peterson suggested that they were “to 
develop to their fullest potential the powers of each individual to understand, to modify and to enjoy his or her 
environment, both inner and outer, in its physical, social, moral, aesthetic, and spiritual aspects” (1987). He 
emphasized the importance of the concept of general education as process rather than content. Peterson further 
stated that “the aim of general education was not the acquisition of general knowledge, but the development of the 
general powers of the mind to operate in a variety of ways of thinking”. This principle continues to have a profound 
effect on the planning of curriculum and methods of assessment for the Diploma Program. 
 
Since its introduction, one of the great advantages of the Diploma Program has been the willingness of IB teachers 
to experiment with their ideas and practices. Innovative and committed teachers and examiners from many different 
cultures and systems of education have played a significant role in the development of the program and today their 
participation is as pivotal as ever. Continuing to find new ways to support teachers in classrooms around the world, 
and examiners from many different countries, is of the highest priority. 

Nature of the IB Diploma Program at KIS 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) is an academically challenging two year pre-university 
course, designed to facilitate the mobility of students and to promote international understanding. It leads to either 
the IB Diploma or IB Certificates in separate subjects. The full Diploma Program (DP) is rigorous, comprehensive 
and designed to provide students with a balanced holistic education in preparation for tertiary study in colleges and 
universities around the world. Examination papers are set by international experts and marked externally. 
 
Kodaikanal International School is unique in offering the IB Diploma program in parallel with the KIS Diploma since 
1976. The IB Diploma program is fully integrated with the KIS Diploma which is accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Schools and Colleges. The KIS Diploma must be taken by all students from grade 9 to 12. However, 
students have the option of also doing the full IB Diploma or taking IB certificates in certain subjects if desired 
alongside the KIS Diploma .The IB curriculum is followed for the KIS Diploma thus ensuring their effective 
integration with one another. 
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The IBDP is portrayed in the shape of a hexagon with the six academic areas around a core. Diploma students are 
required to do a minimum of six subjects, one subject from each of the six subject groups represented on a 
hexagon. At least three and not more than four of the selected subjects must be at the Higher Level with the 
remaining at the Standard Level. Higher level courses cover 240 hours of teaching time while standard level 
subjects cover 150 hours over the two year period. 
 
In addition students must fulfill the requirements of the three compulsory components which lie at the core of the 
hexagon: the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge and the Creativity Action and Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subjects offered at KIS 
 
Group 1 (Language A1) English A1 and any other self taught SL 
Group 2 (Second Language) English B, Hindi B, Spanish B SL, Spanish Ab, German B SL / 

HL, Korean B SL / HL and French SL / HL., Dzongkha B SL / 
HL, Tamil B SL / HL 

Group 3 (Individuals & Societies) Economics, Business Management, Geography, History and 
Psychology HL / SL and Environmental Systems and Societies 

Group 4 (Experimental Sciences) Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Systems and 
Societies 

Group 5 (Math & Computer Science) Math HL, Math SL, Math. Studies SL, Computer Science SL / 
HL 

Group 6 (Arts and Electives) Visual Arts and Music 
 
Every subject has an internal assessment (coursework) component, which are pieces of work carried out by the 
student over the two year period and marked by the teacher. The work is sent to examiners for moderation to 
ensure the standards are maintained. The weightage accorded to internal assessment varies between 20 to 30%.  
 
The KIS webpage has all the general documents related to the academic program in KIS. The detailed subject 
specific information is found on department web pages and the IBDP web page on our intranet KISNET have all 
the required IBO documents and information necessary for the students. 
 
A KIS student is expected to put in every effort to ensure that the work submitted is of high quality and meets the 
criteria stipulated by the IBO. In order to help students to submit quality work on time the IB Coordinator prepares 
key milestones of IB deadlines and the extended essay planner each year. (Appendices 1 and 3). 
 
All IB teachers are encouraged to use past papers, mark schemes, subject reports, feedback from the IBO, teacher 
support materials and other materials and publications in their teaching. Reporting of student performance is done 
through ‘My Classes’ on KISNET The grading for tests and semester examinations are based on letter grades and 
the GPA system. Details of the assessment system are explained in the KIS Diploma handbook. 
 
Malpractice and plagiarism are serious offences by IB regulations, students are therefore strongly advised to 
acknowledge and reference all sources including the internet. At KIS there is a school wide written policy (Appendix 
2) on academic honesty which is discussed at a session with the IB Coordinator. In addition KIS has a Turnitin 
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license, software offering a plagiarism prevention service. Students and teachers are issued a user name and 
password for use of this service. 
 
School mock examinations are scheduled in April of grade 12 (year 2) to enable students to familiarize themselves 
with the exam rubrics and format and to permit both teachers and students to identify strengths and weaknesses. 
This permits students time to rectify weaknesses prior to the IB final examinations. 
 
The final written examinations are scheduled in May of the second year of study (grade 12). The IB Coordinator 
conducts a session to explain and discuss the IB examination rules and regulations and the services available to 
students for each examination session (Appendix 4). Personalized examination schedules are handed over to each 
student at this session.  
 
Results are available to students on the internet on the 6 July for which students are issued a unique user name 
and personal identification number (PIN). A request to re-examine the results may be made after the school 
receives the confirmation and copies of the full results and the component results by around the third week of July. 
Requests need to be made to the IB Coordinator and payments made accordingly to the Finance office. An official 
hard copy of the results are received by end August and are then sent on to the students by registered post. 
Students are assisted for College admission by the Careers and College Advisor. Students seeking admission into 
Indian universities need to be familiar with the recognition of the IBDP in India (Appendix 5). Students returning to 
Korea need to be familiar with university recognition in their country (Appendix 6). 
Note: apart from satisfying the IB requirements, the IB Diploma students also need to satisfy additional 
requirements for the KIS Diploma which are: 
 

• Computer Application (2.5 credits) 
• FAPA (5 credits) 
• Social Experience (20 hours per year) 
• Health (2.5 credits) 
• Physical Education (3 credits per semester) 
• Religious Education (2.5 credits) 

IB Diploma course description  

Group 1 Language A1 
English Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) o r any self taught SL 
 
The language A1 course is a literature course undertaken by students in their “best language”, mother tongue or 
first language. The program encourages literary appreciation and develops a student’s oral and written skills 
through a study of a range of literary works. 
 
The HL program has 4 compulsory components with a total of 15 works: 
 
Part 1 - World Literature : three World Literature texts studied as a group and chosen from the IB Prescribed 
World Literature (PWL) List 
 
Part 2 - detailed study : four works selected form the IB Prescribed Book List (PBL), assessed by a formal oral 
commentary that is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
Part 3 - group of works : four works studied as a group. 
 
Part 4 - school’s free choice : A study of four texts listed by genre, period or theme, which will provide the basis 
for the internally assessed individual oral presentation. 
 
The SL program has 4 compulsory components with a total of 11 works: 
 
Part 1 - World Literature : three World Literature texts studied as a group and chosen from the IB Prescribed 
World Literature (PWL) List 
 
Part 2 - detailed study : two works, selected form the IB Prescribed Book List (PBL), assessed by a formal oral 
commentary. 
 
Part 3 - group of works : three works. 
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Part 4 - school’s free choice : A study of three texts listed by genre, period or theme, which will provide the basis 
for the internally assessed Individual oral presentation. 
 
The assessment is as follows: 
 

Assessments Higher Level  Standard Level 

Written paper 
component. 

Paper 1 
commentary 
(25%) 

Paper 2 
essay  
(25%) 

Paper 1 
commentary 
(25%)  

Paper 2 
essay (25%) 

External (70%) 
World Literature 
assignments 

Assignment 1 
(10%) 

Assign. 2  
(10%) 

Assignment 1 
(20%) 

 

`Internal (30%) Oral component Individual oral 
 (15%) 

Interactive  
oral activity 
(15%) 

Individual oral 
 (15%) 

Interactive  
oral activity 
(15%) 

 

Group 2 Second Language B 
 
Spanish SL, French SL / HL, Korean B SL / HL, Germa n SL / HL, Tamil B SL / HL, Hindi SL / HL 
 
This second language course is designed for students who have some previous experience of the target language. 
The focus of the program is on the four primary language skills: listening, speaking and reading and writing. 
Competence in these language skills will be achieved through an understanding of three interrelated areas which 
form the basis of the assessment criteria: 

• handling the language accurately (grammar, syntax etc) 
• cultural interaction – selecting language appropriate to a particular cultural and social context and message  
• understanding how ideas are organized for appropriate communication 

 
A wide range of texts and materials are used by the teacher to develop language skills and enhance cultural 
awareness. 
 
Though the nature of the language B program is the same for HL and SL, the two levels differ in the type of texts 
used and in the breadth and depth of the language used. 
 
The assessment for this course is summarized below: 
 

Assessments Higher Level  Standard Level 

External (70%) Written Paper component. 

Paper 1 
text 
handling 
(40%) 

Paper 2 
written 
production 
(30%) 

Paper 1 text 
handling 
(40%) 

Paper 2 written 
response (30%) 

Internal (30%) Oral component Individual 
oral (15%) 

Interactive 
oral activity 
(15%) 

Individual oral 
(15%) 

Interactive oral 
activity (15%) 

 
 
Language Ab Initio: Spanish SL 
  
This course, available only at standard level, is designed for beginners who have no previous learning. The main 
aim of this program is to develop language skills for everyday social interaction and a basic awareness of the 
culture or cultures using the target language. The foundation of any ab initio course is the core syllabus which is 
divided into seven topics: the individual, education and work, towns and services, food and drink, leisure and travel, 
the environment and health and emergencies. Students are expected to be familiar with these topics in order to 
develop a vocabulary that is common to everyday life. The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing are developed in an integrated manner and through the use of a wide range of materials and texts. The 
assessment for this course is summarized below: 
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 Standard level  

Paper 1 text handling (40%) 
External (70%) Written paper component 

Paper 2 written production (30%) 

Individual oral (15%) 
Internal (30%) Oral component 

Interactive oral activity (15%) 

 

Group 3 Individuals and Societies 
 
Geography (first examinations in 2005 for grade 12)  
Geography is spatial in its approach and is concerned with the interaction between man and the environment. The 
IB course enables students to appreciate both the physical and human branches of the subject. The syllabus at 
both higher and standard levels is divided into three compulsory sections: 
 
Part 1 Geographical skills: These are introduced and developed throughout the course in an integrated manner 
and permit students to use geographical terminology and techniques. 
 
Part 2 core themes - population, development and re sources: this theme is compulsory at both HL and SL. 
 
Part 3 optional themes: are divided into three sections: 

• Section A: drainage basins & their management, coasts & their management, arid environments & their 
management, lithospheric processes & hazards, ecosystems & human activity and climatic hazards & 
change 

• Section B: settlements, contemporary issues in geographical regions, productive activities: aspects of 
change and globalization 

• Section C: topographic mapping 
 
HL students study four of the optional themes; at least two from section A and at least one from section B. 
At SL any two optional themes may be selected from the three sections. 
The assessment pattern is: 
 

                Higher level Standard level 

External  Paper 1 Core theme (25%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (50%) 

Paper 1 Core theme (40%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (40%) 

Internal   Field work with written report (25%) Field work with written report (20%) 

 
Grade 11 (first exam 2011) 

                Higher level Standard level 

External  
Paper 1 Core theme (25%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (35%) 
Paper 3 HL extension (20%) 

Paper 1 Core theme (40%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (35%) 

Internal   Field work with written report (20%) Field work with written report (25%) 

 
History (first examinations in 2010) 
History is a study of the past to help understanding of the present. The IB course promotes the acquisition of 
historical knowledge in breadth and depth and of different cultures. One of the main objectives of this program is to 
comprehend, analyze and evaluate source material. 
 
IB Route 2 has been adopted in the teaching of the IB History course which consists of: 

• 20th Century World History prescribed subjects – peace making and peace keeping 1918 – 1936, 
communism and crisis 1976 - 1989 

• 20th Century World History topics – origins and development of authoritarian and single party states and 
the Cold War 

• HL option – aspects of the history of Europe and the Middle East 
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 Higher level Standard level 

External 

Paper 1 Three prescribed subjects 
(20%) 
Paper 2 20th century world history (25%) 
Paper 3 Regional option (35%) 

Paper 1 Three prescribed subjects 
(30%) 
Paper 2 20th Century World History 
(45%) 

Internal Historical investigation (20%) Historical investigation (25%) 

 
Economics (first examinations in 2005) 
Economics is essentially about scarcity and resource allocation and here it is with its focus being on development. 
Students are required to develop an understanding and knowledge of economic concepts and theories and analyze 
and evaluate information through these concepts and theories. Application of theory to various situations is also a 
key requirement of the course. Both HL and SL students study the five principles areas of the curriculum. HL 
students study supplementary extension material in each topic. 
 
The sections are: 

• Introduction to economics 
• Microeconomics 
• Macroeconomics 
• International economics 
• Development economics 
 

The assessment model is summarized below: 
 

 Higher level Standard level 

External 
Paper 1 Extended Response (20%) 
Paper 2 Short  Responses (20%) 
Paper 3 Data response (40%) 

Paper 1 Extended response (25%) 
Paper 2 Date response (50%) 

Internal Portfolio of 4 commentaries (20%) Portfolio of 4 commentaries (25%) 

 
Business and Management (first examination in 2009)  
Business and Management is a study of how individuals and groups interact in a business environment. This 
course is designed to give students an understanding of business principles, practices and develop the analytical 
and evaluative skills. The HL syllabus consists of six compulsory modules: 

• Business organization and environment 
• Business strategy 
• Marketing 
• Human resource management 
• Operations management 
• Accounting and finance 

    
The Standard level syllabus consists of five compulsory modules: 

• Business organizations and environment 
• Marketing 
• Human resource management 
• Accounting and finance 
• Operations management 

 
The assessment model is summarized below: 
 

 Higher level Standard level 

External Paper 1 Case study (40%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (35%) 

Paper 1 Case study (40%) 
Paper 2 Optional themes (40%) 

Internal Research project (25%) Written assignment (20%) 
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Psychology SL / HL 
Psychology is a two-year integrated course that follows the IB syllabus for both the IB and non-IB students. For the 
IB Diploma, this course can be taken at Standard or Higher SL or HL for which the scope of the content in the 
psychology syllabus at HL and at SL has been deliberately limited to reflect the introductory nature of the courses. 
 
HL course of study includes: 

• All four compulsory perspectives 
• Two options from a choice of seven 
• Quantitative research methods, qualitative research methods and ethics 
• One experimental study 

 
SL course includes: 

• All three compulsory perspectives 
• One option from a choice of seven 
• Quantitative research methods and ethics 
• One simple experimental study 

 

Assessments  Higher  level Standard Level 

External assessment (80%) Paper 1 (30%) Paper 2 
(30%) 

Paper 3 
(20%) Paper 1(50%) Paper 2 (30%) 

Internal assessment (20 %) Experimental study 
(20%) 

  
Simple 
experimental 
study (20%) 

 

 

Group 4 Experimental Sciences 
A common curriculum model applies to all of the group 4 subjects with some modification to the DT course. A 
common core of material is studied by both HL an SL students and this is supplemented by the study of two 
options. HL students also study additional Higher Level (AHL) material. Laboratory investigative work inclusive of 
the group 4 project constitutes 60 hours for the HL program and 40 hours for SL. 
 
Group 4 is an interdisciplinary activity in which all diploma candidates must participate. A topic or problem is 
selected by the science department and is investigated through each of the four science disciplines. Emphasis 
during this collaborative exercise is on process rather than product. The curriculum model for Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics is outlined below: 
 

 Higher level (hours) Standard level (hours) 

Total teaching hours 240 150 

Theory 
Core 
Two options 
AHL 

80 
45 
55 

80 
30 
 

Internal 
assessment 

Investigations 
Group 4 project 

45 
10 

30 
10 

 
 
The assessment for the Biology, Chemistry and Physics is summarized below: 
 

 Higher level Standard level 

External  

Paper 1 
Multiple choice questions (20%) 
Paper 2 
Data based questions, short answers & 
extended response (36%) 
Paper 3 
Short answers and extended response 
(20%) 

Paper 1 
Multiple choice questions (20%) 
Paper 2 
Data based questions, short answers & 
extended response (32%) 
Paper 3 
Short answers (24%) 

Internal Investigations and group 4 
interdisciplinary project (24%) 

Investigations and group 4 
interdisciplinary project (24%) 
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Biology (first examinations in 2009) 
Biology is studied around four basic biological concepts that run throughout the course. These concepts serve as 
themes that unify the various topics of the course. The concepts are: 

• Structure and function 
• Universality versus diversity 
• Equilibrium within systems 
• Evolution 
 

Core: includes six topics: statistical analysis, cells, the chemistry of life, genetics, ecology and evolution and human 
health and physiology. 
 
AHL: includes five topics: nucleic acids and proteins, cell respiration and photosynthesis, plant science, genetics, 
human health and physiology. 
 
Options: HL students study two options chosen from the following: evolution, Neurobiology and behavior, 
microbes and biotechnology, ecology and conservation and further human physiology. 
 
SL students study two options chosen from the following: human nutrition and health, physiology of exercise, cells 
and energy, evolution, neurobiology and behavior, ecology and conservation. 
 
Chemistry (first examinations 2009) 
The chemistry course permits a balance between academic study and practical and investigation skills. An 
overview of the IB chemistry course is presented below: 
 
Core: includes eleven topics in the following subject areas: quantitative chemistry, atomic structure, 
periodicity, bonding, energetic, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, organic 
chemistry and measurement and data processing. 
 
AHL: includes nine topics on the following subject areas: atomic structure, periodicity, bonding, energetics, kinetics, 
equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction and organic chemistry. 
 
Options: HL and SL students will study two options chosen from the following: 
 
Modern analytical chemistry, human biochemistry, chemistry in industry and technology, medicines and drugs, 
environmental chemistry, food chemistry and further organic chemistry. 
 
Physics (First examinations in 2009) 
An overview of the Physics course is represented below: 
 
Core : includes eight topics in the following subject areas: physics and physical measurement, mechanics, thermal 
physics, oscillations and waves, electric currents, fields and forces, atomic and nuclear physics and energy, power 
and climate change. 
 
AHL : includes six topics in the following subject areas: motion in fields, thermal physics, wave phenomena, 
electromagnetic induction, quantum physics and nuclear physics and digital technology. 
 
Options : HL students will study two options from the following five options: astrophysics, communication, 
electromagnetic waves, relativity, medical physics and particle physics. 
 
SL students will study two options from the following eight options: sight and wave phenomena, quantum physics 
and nuclear physics, digital technology, relativity and particle physics, astrophysics, communications and 
electromagnetic waves. 
 
Environmental Systems and Societies (first examinat ion 2010) 
As a trans-disciplinary subject, environmental systems and societies is designed to combine the techniques and 
knowledge associated with group 4 (the experimental sciences) with those associated with group 3 (individuals and 
societies). By choosing to study a trans-disciplinary course such as this as part of their diploma, students are able 
to satisfy the requirements for both groups 3 and 4 of the hexagon, thus allowing them to choose another subject 
from any hexagon group (including another group 3 or 4 subject). This trans-disciplinary subject therefore 
introduces more flexibility into the IB Diploma Program. At KIS, environmental systems and societies is being run 
by the Science department and is offered at SL only. 
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Curriculum topics: 
  
Topic 1: Systems and models 
Topic 2: The ecosystem 
Topic 4: Conservation and biodiversity 
Topic 5: Pollution management 
Topic 6: The issue of global warming 
Topic 7: Environmental value systems 
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Assessment component Weighting 

 
External assessment (written papers 3 hours) 
 
Paper 1 – 1 hour 
45 marks 
 
Paper 2 – 2 hours 
65 marks 
 

 
80% 
 
30% 
 
+ 
 
50% 

Internal assessment – 30 hours 
42 marks 

20% 

 

Group 5 Mathematics 
Mathematics courses are designed to cater to different types of students. 
 
Mathematical Studies SL 
This course is designed to build confidence and encourage students who do not wish to pursue mathematics 
further. Students are expected to have access to a graphic display calculator (GDC) during this course. The 
program consists of eight topics: 
 

• Introduction to the GDC 
• Number and algebra 
• Sets, logic and probability 
• Functions 
• Geometry and trigonometry 
• Statistics 
• Introductory differential calculus 
• Financial mathematics 

 
The assessment pattern is summarized below: 
 

External  Paper 1 - 15 Compulsory short response questions (40%) 
Paper 2 – 5 Compulsory extended response questions (40%) 

Internal Project (20%) 

 
Mathematics SL (first examinations 2009) 
This program is for students who have a sound knowledge and ability in mathematics. It is suited to students who 
need mathematics to pursue further university studies. 
 
The program consists of seven topics: 

• Algebra 
• Functions and equations 
• Circular functions and trigonometry 
• Matrices 
• Vectors 
• Statistics and probability 
• Calculus 

 

External  Paper 1 Compulsory extended response and short response questions (40%) 
Paper 2 Compulsory extended response and short response questions (40%) 

Internal 
Portfolio of 2 pieces of work representing 2 types of tasks (20%) 

• mathematical investigation 
• mathematical modeling 

 
Mathematics HL (first examinations 2009) 
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HL Mathematics is intended for students with very good background in the subject and who wish to include 
mathematics as a major component of their future studies. The program consists of seven core topics and one 
option selected from four prescribed topics. 
 
The core topics are: 

• Algebra 
• Functions and equations 
• Circular functions and trigonometry 
• Matrices 
• Vectors 
• Statistics and probability 
• Calculus 
 

The optional topic is chosen from: 
• Statistics and probability 
• Sets, relations and groups 
• Series and differential equations 
• Discrete mathematics 
 

The assessment is summarized below: 
 

External  
Paper 1 Compulsory extended response and short response questions (30%) 
Paper 2 Compulsory extended response and short response questions (30%) 
Paper 3 Extended response questions based mainly on the syllabus options (20%) 

Internal 
Portfolio of 2 pieces of work representing 2 types of tasks (20%) 

• mathematical investigation 
• mathematical modeling 

 
Computer Science SL / HL 
Computer Science involves solving problems using computers. Therefore a full understanding of logical problem 
solving is required as well as a detailed knowledge of how computers operate. 
 
The computer science SL course focuses on software development, fundamentals of computer systems and the 
relationship between computing systems and society. 
 
The HL course encompasses all these elements but is extended to include: computer mathematics and logic, 
advanced data structures and algorithms, further system fundamentals and file organization. 
 
Both SL and HL students must study a common core (CC) of material and must demonstrate problem-solving skills 
and mastery of various aspects of computer science by completing a program dossier (PD). 
 
In addition, HL students must study additional higher level material (AHL) that fulfills two functions: it extends some 
topics in the CC to give greater depth and, at the same time, introduces new topics to provide greater breadth. The 
existence of a common core will allow teachers to teach SL and HL students together (where necessary), for at 
least part of the time.  The course description is given below: 
 
Common core  (SL / HL) 125 hrs  
Topic 1 - Systems life cycle and software development 35 hrs 
Topic 2 - Program construction in Java 50 hrs 
Topic 3 - Computing system fundamentals 37 hrs 
Case study 
 
Program Dossier 
Standard level (SL) 25 hrs 
Higher level (HL) 35 hrs 
 
Additional HL material (HL students only) 80 hrs 
Topic 4 - Computer mathematics and logic 11 hrs 
Topic 5 - Abstract data structures and algorithms 41 hrs 
Topic 6 - Further system fundamentals 15 hrs 
Topic 7 - File organization 10 hrs 
Case study (extended study) 3 hrs 
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The assessment pattern is summarized below: 
 

 Higher level Standard level 

External  

Paper 1         32.5 % 
Section A      13 % 
Section B      19.5 % 
 
Paper 2          32.5 % 
                      19.5 % 
                      13 % 
 
Total              65 % 

Paper 1         32.5 % 
Section A      14 % 
Section B      18.5 % 
 
Paper 2          32.5 % 
                      14 % 
                      18.5 % 
 
Total              65 % 

Internal Program Dossier         35% Program Dossier         35 % 

 

Group 6 The Arts 
 
Visual Arts 
Students may undertake a two year course leading to either IB SL or HL in Art under the direction of the teacher. 

• In IB SL A, the emphasis is on the studio component (70%) with research as secondary (30%) 
• IB SL B reverses this, with a focus on research (70%) and some practical work in the studio (30%) 
• IB HL students are expected to produce 12 major works during a two year period. Students should be 

willing to work outside of scheduled studio hours to achieve this 
 
Visual Arts students also need to take Art History. This course is a required pre-requisite for all IB Art students, to 
be taken concurrently with IB studio courses in one semester of grade 11. The approach to Art History involves a 
high degree of student involvement through a variety of projects which allow and encourage students to explore 
different styles in a way which could be meaningful to them and their own studio work. Course focus is on World Art 
history ensuring a familiarity with a variety of movements and styles as well as cultural diversity. Projects are 
geared towards the development of an IB research book for students enrolled in IB Art. 
 
Music HL / SL 
Integrates Music History into both SL & HL music courses, encouraging thoughtful performance. 
HL students undertake studies in composition in addition to the performance and historical focus of the SL 
program.  
SL students must choose a stream: either SLS (solo performance) or SLG (group performance) and specify this at 
the time of registration. 

The Extended Essay 
 
The Extended Essay (EE) is a piece of personal research of about 4000 words supervised by a KIS teacher in 
accordance with the guidelines published by the IBO. It must be in one of the DP subjects and must meet the 
assessment criteria and follow subject-specific details. All extended essays are externally marked on a scale from 0 
to 36. The supervisor submits a predicted grade to the IBO. 
 
The marks obtained are converted to a letter grade using the following mark bands 
 
Grade  Mark band 
A Excellent 30 – 36 
B Good 25 - 29 
C Satisfactory 17 - 24 
D Mediocre 9 - 16 
E Poor 0 -  8 
 
At KIS the DP Coordinator introduces the students to the EE in the second semester of the first year of the 
program. In order to help students complete this challenging task a planner is discussed and presented to students 
(Appendix 3). Students are expected to find a suitable topic and supervisor within a reasonable time window and to 
confirm this choice. At the introductory session students are required to sign a declaration confirming that they are 
familiar with the requirements of the EE (Form 5). Progress in the EE is monitored by the supervisor and the IB 
Coordinator until submission of the essay. 
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Theory of Knowledge 
 
The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course is known as the “flagship” of the DP and encourages students to think 
critically about knowledge itself. The TOK program is often represented by the pictorial diagram below: 
 
 
©IBO, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the heart of the course is the student as a knower, surrounded by the ways of knowing and the areas of 
knowledge. The manner and order in which the topics are addressed is decided by the TOK teachers. 
 
The TOK course has two assessment tasks: 
 
Part 1 Externally assessed - 40 points essay (1200 – 1600 words) on one of the 10 prescribed titles 
Part 2 Internally assessed – 20 points comprising a presentation (individual or group). A written presentation 
planning document and marking form are to be submitted. 
 
The prescribed titles are sent by the IBO each year. Both tasks are assessed using identified criteria. There are 
four assessment criteria for each of the tasks. 
 
The TOK teachers are expected to predict a grade (A to E) at the end of the course. A student may be awarded 
three bonus points in conjunction with the extended essay as explained above. 
 
Bonus points 
 
The extended essay in conjunction with Theory of Knowledge helps a student to earn bonus points as explained in 
the matrix below 
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Grading 

Theory of Knowledge 
 

A 
Excellent 

B 
Good 

C 
Satisfactory 

D 
Mediocre 

E 
Elementary 

Not 
submitted 

A Excellent 3 3 2 2 1 N 

B Good 3 2 1 1 0 N 

C 
Satisfactory 

2 1 1 0 0 N 

D Mediocre 2 1 0 0 0 N 

E Elementary 1 0 0 0 Failing 
condition N 

Extended 
Essay 

Not 
submitted N N N N N N 

 
Example: a student who secures an A in the extended essay and a C in the Theory of Knowledge course will be 
awarded 2 bonus points. 
 
 

Diploma award 
 
A student that excels in all subjects will achieve 42 points. Since 3 additional bonus points may be earned from the 
combined performance on the TOK and extended essay, the maximum total points that a student can aspire for is 
a perfect 45 points. The minimum number required to be awarded the diploma is 24 points, provided the results do 
not contain one of the following failing conditions: 
 

• A grade 2 in any HL subject 
• A grade 3 in an HL subject not compensated by a grade 5 or above in another HL subject 
• A grade 1 in any SL subject 
• Two grades of 2 or below in any SL subject 
• Four grades 3 or below 
• Two grades of 3 or below with a grade 2 or below at SL 
• An elementary grade for both Theory of Knowledge and the extended essay 

 
Students that fail to satisfy the requirements of t he Diploma are awarded a certificate in each of the  
relevant subjects for which they obtain a pass leve l. 
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Appendix 1 
 

IBDP key milestones 2009 - 2010 

27 – 31 August 2009 TOK presentation 

4 September 2009 TOK presentation forms to be submitted 

30 September 2009 Extended essay draft to be submitted to Supervisors 

8 October 2009 IBDP registrations – GRADE 12 

10 October 2009 Hindi orals 

17 October 2009 English SL / HL orals 

24 October 2009 English SL / HL orals 

31 October 2009 English SL / HL orals 

6 November 2009 French and German orals 

13 November 2009 Spanish / Korean orals 

16 November 2009 English SL / HL advance notice texts 

29 January 2010 Extended essay due to IB Coordinator 

5 February 2010 World Literature paper due to teachers 

11 February 2010 Math task 1 due to teachers 

12 February 2010 World Literature paper due to IB Coordinator 

19 February 2010 TOK essays due to teachers 

26 February 2010 Math task 2 due to teachers 

26 February 2010 TOK essays due to IB Coordinator 

12 March 2010 Science internal assessments due to teachers 

19 March 2010 Groups 3, 5 & 6 internal assessments due to teachers 

25 March 2010 Completed CAS forms due to teachers 

26 March 2010 
Internal assessments (selected samples) due to IB 
Coordinator 

5 - 14 April 2010 Mocks 

16 -17 April 2010 IB Art Exhibition 

4 -21 May 2010 Exams 

 



Kodaikanal International School  IB Diploma Program handbook 
 

   
May 2009  Page 19    

Appendix 2 
 

Policy on academic honesty 
The main objective of the policy on academic honesty at KIS is to create an intellectual climate in which sanctions 
and procedures which accompany academic dishonesty become superfluous. 
 
Instances of academic dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty constitutes acts which result or may result in an individual gaining unfair advantage. The 
following is a list of such behavior, but is by no means exhaustive: 
 

• Plagiarism: offering the words, ideas, works or arguments of another person (in whole or part) as one’s 
own. This includes works of art whether music, film, dance, theatre arts or visual arts. 

• Copying from another student or making information available to another student during a test or 
examination 

• Fabricating or falsifying research data 
• Submitting the same piece of work for more than one course (this is strictly forbidden by the IBO) 
• Communicating with another student during examinations 
• Bringing into the examination room materials which are not permitted 
• Interfering in the scholastic work of another student, for example by stealing laboratory reports, computer 

files and library materials 
• Altering grades awarded by a teacher 
• Stealing examination papers 
• Using an unauthorized calculator during a test or an examination 
• Impersonating another student  

 
Teacher responsibility 
Teachers at KIS are expected to encourage good practice among students. The following are some of the 
measures that should be adopted to avoid malpractice. 
 

• Provide advice to students when necessary so that students have a clear idea of what constitutes 
plagiarism in the various subjects 

• Ensure that the words, ideas, works from sources are acknowledged appropriately 
• Be vigilant enough to spot inexplicable changes in the style and quality of student work 
• Question students on written work, especially the extended essay, in order to determine whether the work 

is really that of the student 
• Use a search engine / turnitin.com whenever possible to detect plagiarized work 
• Authenticate student work whenever required. The IBO expects “each teacher to confirm that, to the best of 

his or her knowledge, all candidates’ work accepted or submitted for assessment is the authentic work of 
each candidate” 

• Distinguish between collaboration and collusion to prevent allegations of collusion against students 
• Be familiar with the IBO publication “Academic honesty: guidance for schools” 
• Cooperate in the investigation of suspected cases of malpractice 
• Write a statement for any report on malpractice to be submitted to the IBO. The IBO provides guidelines on 

what should be included in this statement. 
• Not leave candidates unsupervised during examinations 
• Not disclose the contents of an examination paper within 24 hours after the examination has been 

conducted 
• Not permit a candidate additional time in an examination unless formal authorization has been granted 
• Not start an examination before the scheduled time 
• Not provide undue assistance to a candidate in components that contribute to the assessment 

requirements of the IB program. Guidelines on this are often provided in the various subject guides and 
teacher support material published by the IBO. 

 
Student responsibility 
Ultimately it is the student’s responsibility to ensure the integrity of all work and to understand what constitutes an 
offence against academic honesty. Students are strongly advised to abide by the following guidelines: 
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• Acknowledge all sources (eg books, journals, internet sites, CD-Rom, magazines, photographs etc) using 
any standard citation style when writing assignments 

• Use footnotes and endnotes to acknowledge the source of an idea that emerged from a discussion with 
another person. 

• Paraphrased ideas of another person should also be acknowledged 
• Review all work before submission to check that all sources have been acknowledged 
• As far as possible work independently with the support of the subject teacher 
• When collaboration with other students is required or encouraged by teachers ensure that the final work is 

produced independently 
• Do not attempt to submit a similar piece of work for different assessment components of your IB program 

(eg your internal assessment and the extended essay) 
• Listen to and follow all instructions given before an examination 

 
Sanctions for academic dishonesty 
Sanctions against academic dishonesty may range from warning to dismissal depending on the seriousness of the 
offence. Turnitin.com is being used to detect cases of plagiarism. 
 
The consequences are (but not limited by): 
 

• 1st offence: A grade of F or a 0 will be given for the assignment or test and a warning letter will be sent to 
the parents 

• 2nd offence: A grade of F or 0 will be given for the assignment or test and referral to the Academic Vice 
principal. Suspension is considered. 

• 3rd offence: A grade of F or 0 and suspension or expulsion from school 
• If a teacher or the IB Coordinator has reason to believe that a piece of work to be submitted to the IBO is 

not authentic, that work will not be accepted. This will result in no grade being awarded for the subject. 
• Proven cases of theft of examination / test materials will result in expulsion from school 
• The set IB procedure will be followed in cases of any malpractices during IB examinations 
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Appendix 3  
 

IB Extended Essay 2009 – 2010 
 

30 March 2009 
Media room 
Meeting of EE students IB Coordinator 

6 April 2009  
Study hall – 4:45 
Meeting with supervisor to decide on subject area topics 

13 April 2009 
Study hall – 4:45 
Meeting with supervisor to decide on the tentative 
research question 

20 April 2009  
Study hall – 4:45 
Meeting with supervisor to discuss research 
methodology, turnitin .com issues.  

27 April 2009 
Study hall – 4:45 
Meeting with supervisor - resources  and  a tentative plan 
of action  

4 May 2009 

Study Hall 
Final meeting with supervisors – work to be done during 
holidays- primary research, preparatory reading and 
working outline 

24 July 2009 
Study hall – 4:45 
Meeting with supervisor to update on what has been done 
during the holidays 

4 August 2009 
Submit the skeleton online of the EE to the supervisor 
and fix subsequent one to one meetings for general 
guidance purposes 

11 September 2009 
Submit rough draft and fix subsequent one to one 
meetings for general guidance purposes 

30 September 2009 
Submit the EE draft to the supervisor. 
Those who do not submit the EE will not be permitted to 
go for the long week end 
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Appendix 4 

IB services – examination session May 2009 
Service Cost Date / deadline 
Exclusive copyright 
Unless a request for exclusive copyright is submitted to IBCA, the IBO is entitled to 
reproduce a candidate’s work for any reasonable purpose, for example, in publications for 
training examiners and teachers. This license becomes effective from the 1 June 
following the May examinations 

Nil 1 June (deadline) 

Issue of results to universities and colleges 
Results can be sent directly from the IBO to universities and colleges on request. If the 
results cannot be sent electronically, a transcript of the results will be sent. A certain 
number (possibly up to six) free transcripts are permitted, with a fee for Each additional 
transcript applies until the end of the examination session, which is 15 September for a 
May session. After the close of the session a fee will be levied for each transcript that is 
sent regardless of whether any transcripts were sent before the close of the session. 
 
Form B2 
Requests for this service must be submitted according to the deadlines given below: 

GBP 6  

Universities Last arrival date 
Australia and New Zealand 15 October 

Canada and the US 1 July 

All other countries 1 May 

 

Legalization of results 
Universities in certain countries require the IBO diploma results document to be legalized 
by the appropriate authority in Geneva. To ensure a timely processing of legalization 
requests you are asked to submit such requests at the earliest opportunity. Legalized 
diploma results should arrive in September or October for a May session. 

Depends on 
the country 15 June (deadline) 

Results available on the internet 
Results may be obtained through the internet with a user name and password provided to 
each candidate. The IBO does not issue results directly to candidates. The IB 
Coordinator is the intermediary for all communications. 

Nil 6 July 

Register 6 month retake candidates 
Diploma students are permitted to register in the retake category for the November 
session. A retake candidate may choose either to submit new work for language A1 
World Literature or carry forward their mark(s) from a previous session, provided that the 
program and assessment requirements have not changed. A retake candidate may 
choose either to repeat an internally assessed component or to carry forward the mark 
from a pervious session. If there have been changes to the requirements for internal 
assessment, a retake candidate must normally comply with the new requirements. To 
resubmit work for internal assessment candidates must attend classes in school. 

Per capita 
fee 
GBP 49 
 
Registration 
GBP 66 
 
Per subject 
fee 
GBP 41 
 
EE 
GBP 27 

22 July (deadline) 

Diploma & certificates 
Students must leave an address with the IB Coordinator so their diplomas or certificates 
may be sent on to them. 

 August 

Replacement diplomas, diploma results and certifica tes 
Replacement documents can be requested from the IBCA by a candidate. On receipt of a 
request he / she will send a replacement documentation form to the candidate for 
completion. The form should then be returned to the IBCA with payment. The 
replacement documents will not be issued until payment is received from the candidate. 

GBP 32  

Request enquiries upon results 
Remark per candidate / subject / level (does not include 
Paper 1 of the sciences and Internal assessment component) 
No fee is charged if the enquiry results in a chang e of grade. 

GBP 49 15 September 
(deadline) 

 
Costs are subject to change. This list is updated each year and sent to parents. 
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Need transcripts? 
For US and Canadian universities 
For the most recent examination session (May or November) International Baccalaureate North America will send 
transcripts free of charge to one US university or two Canadian universities when request are made before 15 
September (May session) or 15 March (November session). Please forward your request including the information 
described below to: 
 
Transcript Officer   
International Baccalaureate, North America   
475 Riverside Drive, 16th Floor   
New York, NY 10115 
USA 
Email: transcripts.ibna@ibo.org 
Phone: (1) 212 696 4464 
Fax: (1) 212 889 9242 
 
For students of all previous examination sessions or any additional transcripts, there is a fee of US$ 11.00 or CA$ 
13.00 per transcript. These requests must be made by mail, including a cheque or money order made payable to 
International Baccalaureate North America at the address above.  
 
For universities in countries others than the US an d Canada  
For the most recent examination session (May or November) we will send up to three transcripts free of charge 
when request are made before 15 September (May session) or 15 March (November session). Please forward your 
request including the information described below to: 
 
Transcript Officer   
International Baccalaureate Organization 
Peterson House, Malthouse Avenue 
Cardiff Gate, Cardiff, CF23 8GL 
Wales, United Kingdom 
Email: transcripts.ukaus@ibo.org (For universities in the UK and Australia) 
Phone: (44) 29 2054 7777 
Fax: (44) 29 2054 7778 
 
For all universities  
The law of most countries requires that all requests from graduates include a signature. A parent must sign 
requests from students under the legal age of majority in your country / state / province. Parents cannot submit a 
request for students over the legal age of majority. Please provide the following information, in written format 
including signature: 
 
Your full name as it appears on your IB diploma or certificate 

• Month and year if your examination sessions 
• Your candidate number (seven digits) if available   
• Your date of birth 
• Name of your high school 
• Full name of the university or college requesting a transcript 
• Contact person or office at the university 
• Full address, phone number and contact email of university or college 
• Your email address or phone number   

 
Please note that   

• Your IB candidate code can be found on the upper left hand corner of your official diploma / certificate 
• You diploma / certificate is your official record of grades awarded   
• Due to the high volume of requests the IB office is unable to confirm the forwarding of each transcript. 

Please check with the university representatives after a few weeks to verify that transcripts have arrived.  
• Transcripts are processed in order of receipt   
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Appendix 5 

Indian government policy regarding the IB 
At a meeting in New Delhi in April 1994, attended by the secretary general of the Association of Indian Universities 
(AIU), a recognition and acceptance agreement for the IB diploma was approved as an entry qualification to all 
universities in India.   
 
The following agreement was revised in January 1999 and revisited in March 2005. From the May 2005 
examination session, where requested, the IBO will produce and issue for universities a document detailing 
percentage equivalency and a transcript of results will be enclosed with the equivalency document. To request this 
service, students must notify their IB Diploma Program (IB) Coordinator of their intention to gain entrance into an 
Indian university. The Coordinator will then submit the request using the form B2 on IBNET. The production of the 
equivalency document requires additional administrative processing, which may incur a fee. A fee of US$ 150 per 
school is currently being considered. If charged, this fee will be separate form the fee for sending transcripts.  
 
Students particularly those applying for entrance to professional courses can either apply to the AIU upon release 
of their results, specifying what professional courses they are applying for, or apply directly to the eligibility 
department of the university they wish to attend.  
 
Students should also apply to the IBO sub regional office in Mumbai for a migration certificate. For a number of 
courses in India, an equivalence certificate will not preclude the requirement for students to sit the entrance 
examination, for example, Common Entrance Tests (CET). Prior to commencing the DP, students and DP 
coordinator must be familiar with the required subject combinations and levels for the student’s future career path; 
this should ensure students’ eligibility for particular professional courses.   
 
Requirements for professional courses admission 
 
Medical courses : Higher Level passes in physics, chemistry and biology with Standard Level passes in English 
A1, A2 or B. The medical degree courses include MBBS, BDS, B Pharm, nursing and BPT 
 
Engineering courses: Higher Level passes in physics, chemistry and mathematics with Standard Level passes in 
English A1, A2 or B. Engineering courses include B Eng in all streams – civil, mechanical, electrical, electronics, 
instrumentation, computer, aeronautical engineering and so on.  
 
The sub regional office in Mumbai outlines separately the admission requirements for professional courses for 
students who are citizens of a country other that India who may wish to study in India. Students of Indian nationality 
with the IB diploma may compete with other students for the State Level / All India Entrance Examination. 
 
Payment seats in professional courses (engineering and medicine) are also offered on a restricted basis to any 
student on payment of an economic fee (commonly called the capitalization fee in India) 
 
Additional information and further assistance can be obtained by writing to the joint secretary of the AIU or to the IB 
Asia Pacific South Asia regional representative: 
 
Addresses Mrs F B Dohadwalla   
Association of Indian Universities IB South Asia Representative 
16 Kotla Marg Taheri Manzil, Ground Floor   
New Delhi 110002 Nesbit Road, Mazagaon 
India Mumbai 400010, (India) 
 Phone: (91) 22 23717470 Fax: (91) 22 23746007     
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Appendix 6 

University recognition in Korea   
 
The current (2006) situation is best summarizes as follows: 
 
While Korean government policy does not allow universities to grant credit or equivalency to any non national 
educational program, major universities in Korea are now well aware of the strengths of Diploma Program students 
and are keen for them to apply.  
 
General regulations for application to Korean universities are listed below, followed by references to individual 
universities. Students are urged to contact universities for specific information.  
 
Admissions policy to Korean universities governing IB Diploma students: 
 

1. Domestic students in Korea   
Currently the Korean Ministry of Education does not recognize the IB Diploma as having equivalent status 
to the national examination system. All Korean students studying within  Korean must take the national 
entrance examination in November in order to apply to any Korean University.  
 

2. Korean students temporarily living abroad   
Korean IB Diploma students who have lived abroad for at least three years with their parents and have 
completed their high school curriculum abroad are encouraged to apply for early admission to university in 
July and / or September without having to take the national entrance exam. Their IB Diploma results will 
form part of the admissions process, which will usually also include an interview. 
 
Korean students currently studying abroad in a Dipl oma school are advised to complete their 
studies overseas normally  and apply to the university as IB Diploma graduates. A strong Diploma score 
will definitely be viewed favorably in the application process.  
 

3. International Students applying overseas (this i ncludes Korean nationals who have lived overseas 
for 12 years or more) 
The IB Diploma is accepted for application to Korean Universities. Depending on their Korean language 
proficiency’s students may need to enroll in a university’s bridging course or equivalent to improve their 
Korean.   
 
Korean University recognition update 2006 
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Appendix 7 

KIS – IB teacher resources and tips 
 
1. Checklist of materials for teaching the IB program 

• IB Guide 
• Teacher support material including IA guidelines 
• Question paper, mark scheme and subject report 
• Get the previous teacher’s semester plans and then make your own one. 
• Forms to be submitted to IB from the Vade Mecum 
• Formula tables / data booklets (Math and Sciences), case study (B&M, Computer Science) 
• Student and teacher deadlines for submission of work 
• Relevant sections from the Vade Mecum eg Section F 
• IB learner profile and grade descriptors 
• Extended essay guidelines 
• School policy on academic honesty 
• Textbooks used in school  
• Turnitin password 
• Check for publications made by IBO in conjunction with OUP in your subject area to get a feel of especially how your 

subject area can be linked with the IB learner profile and TOK 
• The IBO CD Rom for question bank in your subject area  

 
2. Where to get the materials: 

• OCC – IB password protected website 
• KISNET – IB guide web page 
• IBDP Coordinator’s office 
• KISNET – Department web pages 
• The resources on KISNet, KIS Library, textbook room and department Library and former teachers resources in the 

department 
 

3. Some tips: 
• Explain the IB subject curriculum including the options you intend doing with the students 
• Explain the weightage of the IA in your subject & the difference between HL and SL 
• Give details about the type of IA along with the copy of the assessment criteria and show the samples 
• Reinforce your deadlines for submission of IA pieces of work (must not be different to the calendar) 
• Use IB questions for class tests and show the students how to improve on grades by using the mark scheme & subject 

report only after going through the necessary ‘scaffolding processes’ with regards to IB criterion 
• The thumb rule is there should be at least four different types of assessments 
• The class median should generally be at least B- which reflects the mid way point of the 12 point grading system 
• Provide feedback on IA pieces of work within a week 
• Closely monitor IA so as to detect copying and plagiarism 
• Keep reminding students about the written / external examination – marks, duration & type of papers 
• Retain copies of the drafts of major pieces of work eg World Lit, TOK, EE 
• Collect & mark the assignments on a regular basis eg science labs reports & give prompt feedback 
• Read the soft copies of Diploma Program Coordinator notes and Asia-Pacific newsletter & the hardcopy of IB World 

placed in the Library and the staff lounge 
• Give your semester plan to the students; upload it onto the subject web pages. Ensure that in grade 12 the course is 

over by semester 2 quarter 1. Use semester 2 quarter 2 for revision  
• The semester plans need to be put on Atlas Rubicon which provides for horizontal and vertical   articulation, learning 

outcomes and aims and objectives of the curriculum      
• On “My Classes” on KISNet the grades need to be put immediately after the assignment has been done so as to provide 

for better tracking of the students’ academic progress 
• Within a few weeks of your arrival at KIS you are required to give an interim report on new students which is posted on 

My Classes. Please ensure that you have completed sufficient assessments to do this 
• By the end of year 2 semester 1 (October and November) IB orals are conducted 

• The extended essay process begins at the end of year 1 of the IB Diploma Program 
•  By the end of year 2 semester 1 (October and November) IB orals are conducted 

• Mock examinations will start from first week of April so plan the course accordingly. After mocks there is a week of 
revision after which the students have study leave 

• Go through your HOD if you wish to purchase any teacher resources and specify whether the department or Library 
budget is to be debited 

• New computer software needs to be approved by the HOD and VP and ordered through the ISM 
• All classroom discipline issues should be referred to the HS Coordinator. Click here to read the absence policy and other 

important documents on the HS webpage on KISNet 
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Appendix 8 
 

IB Student resources and assistance 
 

• Textbooks can be secured from the text book store attached to the school library 
• The main school library has reference books in all subject areas, exemplary extended essays, 

past IB papers, IB World magazine, IB revision notes and subject specific CD Roms and audio visuals 
• Samples can be secured from the subject teachers 
• Department pages on KISNet have IB subject specific documents, semester plans, resources, learning 

activities and guidance 
• The IB page on KISNet has centralized all IB information which is general and subject specific 
• KISNet also has book marks of the IB resources on the net 
• Check KISNet for all the announcements related to  IB Diploma program 
• The scheduling issues are handled by the High School Coordinator’s office 
• The mock examinations are held in the year 2 of IB program in the month of April 
• You will receive a turnitin ID and secured password 
• Familiarize yourself with the IB learner profile, IB academic honesty policy and the DP general rules and 

regulations related to students and parents, all of which are on the IB webpage on KISNet. 
• Read the school diary for the academic policy, discipline policy and the student handbook 
• The IB Diploma registration is done by the IB Coordinator’s office in the second year of the Diploma 

program by the end of  quarter one of semester one 
• The actual college application process begins in the October of the second year of the Diploma program  
• Read Appendix 1 and 3 in the IB Handbook pertaining to deadlines which need to be strictly adhered to  
• The IB Coordinator’s office can be contacted concerning matters pertaining to the IB and KIS Diploma 

Program 
• Careers and College Advisor can be contacted for career and college related issues 
• Scheduling issues and routine class room discipline are dealt through the High School Coordinator’s office 
• The extended essay process begins at the end of year 1 of the IB Diploma Program 
• By the end of year 2 semester 1 (October and November) IB orals are conducted 
• Also remember that during the summer vacation in May in the first year you should be doing the ground 

work for extended essay 
• The second year winter vacation in December is spent on general spade work for internal assessments 
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Appendix 9 
High School assessment guidelines 
Academic progress is internally assessed and letter grades are awarded 

 
KIS Assessment period and assessment weightage: 
 
KIS academic year is divided into 2 semesters: 
 
Semester I  : 
Quarter 1 – 40 % weightage  
Quarter 2 – 40 % weightage  
Semester I  Exam – 20 % weightage  
 
Semester II :  
Quarter 1 – 40 % weightage  
Quarter 2 – 40 % weightage  
Semester II Exam – 20 % weightage  
 

Nature of Assessment  
KIS gives 80% weightage for the formative assessments in the two quarter assessments  and 20 % for  summative 
assessment which consist of an examination at the end of  each semester. 
 

Quarter Assessments   
The quarter assessments are based on the continuous assessment system, following the criterion referencing.  
 

What is continuous assessment? 
Continuous assessment is a classroom strategy implemented by teachers to ascertain the knowledge, 
understanding, and skills attained by pupils. Teachers administer assessments in a variety of ways over time to 
allow them to observe multiple tasks and to collect information about what pupils know, understand, and can do. 
These assessments are curriculum-based tasks previously taught in class. Continuous assessment occurs 
frequently during the school year and is part of regular teacher-pupil interactions. Pupils receive feedback from 
teachers based on their performance that allows them to focus on topics they have not yet mastered. Teachers 
learn which students need review and remediation and which pupils are ready to move on to more complex work. 
 
Thus, the results of the assessments help to ensure that all pupils make learning progress throughout the school 
cycle thereby increasing their academic achievement. 
 

What are the benefits of continuous assessment? 
The continuous assessment process is much more than an examination of pupil achievement. Continuous 
assessment is also a powerful diagnostic tool that enables pupils to understand the areas in which they are having 
difficulty and to concentrate their efforts in those areas. 
 
Continuous assessment also allows teachers to monitor the impact of their lessons on pupil understanding. 
Teachers can modify their pedagogical strategies to include the construction of remediation activities for pupils 
who are not working at the expected grade level and the creation of enrichment activities for pupils who are 
working at or above the expected grade level. Hence, the continuous assessment process supports a cycle of self-
evaluation and pupil-specific activities by both pupils and teachers.  
 
Frequent interactions between pupils and teachers means that teachers know the strengths and weaknesses of 
their learners. These exchanges foster a pupil-teacher relationship based on individual interactions. Pupils learn 
that the teacher values their achievements and that their assessment outcomes have an impact on the instruction 
that they receive. One-to-one communication between the teacher and the pupil can motivate pupils to continue 
attending school and to work hard to achieve higher levels of mastery. 
 
In continuous assessment, teachers assess the curriculum as implemented in the classroom. It also allows 
teachers to evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching strategies relative to the curriculum, and to change those 
strategies as dictated by the needs of their pupils. In addition, continuous assessments provide information on 
achievement of particular levels of skills, understanding, and knowledge rather than achievement of certain marks 
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or scores. Thus, continuous assessment enables pupils to monitor their achievement of grade level goals and to 
visualize their progress towards those goals before it is too late to achieve them. 

How does High School continuous assessment work? 
KIS academic year is divided into 2 semesters, each with 2 quarters. Teachers write grade reports at the end 
of 1st and 3rd quarters (September and March) and at the end of 1st and 2nd semesters (November and May).  
 
In each quarter different types of assessments are given such as tests, quizzes, presentations, group 
discussion, debates, assignments, project work, not e taking skills, research papers, experiments, clas s 
participation, open book tests and assignments and so on . Teachers are responsible for structuring varied 
and valid assessment tasks (including tests and examinations) that will allow students to demonstrate 
achievement according to the objectives for each subject group.  
It is mandatory to have at least four different types of assessments in each quarter in each subject area. The 
weightage is decided by the teacher according to the importance of each assessment. 
 
The recording of the assessment is done in the KIS software entitled “My Classes” which has  login provision for 
students,, staff and parents. At each mid-quarter interim reports are written for those on academic observation 
which includes those in their first semester at KIS. 

In keeping with the ethos of approaches to learning, schools also make use of quantitative and qualitative 
assessment strategies and tools that provide opportunities for peer- and self-assessment. 

• Each subject has a number of different criteria which are the conditions that must be met for an expected 
result. 

• Criteria generally include knowledge, skills, and presentation.  

What is criterion-based assessment? 
• Individual student work is not compared to other students’ work but it is compared to set standards (the 

assessment criteria). 

Teachers organize continuous assessment over the course of the program according to specified assessment 
criteria that correspond to the objectives of each subject group. Task specific rubrics are prepared in accordance 
with the grade descriptors given in each subject area – see KIS / IB / MYP Assessment Policies. 

Regular school assessment and reporting play a major role: 

• in the students’ and parents’ understanding of the objectives and assessment criteria  
• in the students’ preparation for final assessment  
• in the development of the curriculum according to the principles of the program.  

:The recording and reporting of individual levels of achievement are organized in ways that provide students with 
detailed feedback on their progress as it relates to the assessment criteria for each subject group.  

Semester examinations 
Internal school examinations are given at the end of each semester, covering the course work of that semester 
using the IB subject specific criterion. Student may level for vacation only after their exams are over. The final day 
of exams is on the school calendar. 
 
Students sitting for IB exams in may do not take KIS semester exams in their IB exam subjects.  
Seniors sitting for Indian medical or engineering entrance exams do not need to take KIS second semester exams 
as follows: 
 
Engineering :   Chemistry, Physics, Maths 
Medicine :   Chemistry, Physics, Biology 
 
The IB Grades in each subject area are based on their specific descriptors.(see KIS / IB / MYP Assessment 
Policies). 
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Appendix 10 

Conversion of KIS Diploma to letter grade 
KIS Diploma and IB Diploma 

Given the reality of KIS Diploma which uses letter grades while the IB grades are number grades, the table 
below illustrates the conversion of the two. 

Letter Grades of KIS Diploma to IB Grade 
 

Quarter 1 (40%)+ Quarter 2 (40%) +  Semester Exam (20%) = Semester grade 
    
Letter grade Grade points * IB Grade Grade Descriptors 
A+ 4.0 7 Excellent 

A 4.0 7 Excellent 
A - 3.7 6 Very Good 
B+ 3.3 6 Very Good 
B 3.0 5 Good 
B - 2.7 5 Good 
C+ 2.3 4 Satisfactory 
C 2.0 4               Satisfactory 
C - 1.7 4               Satisfactory 
D+ 1.3 3 Mediocre 
D 1.0 3               Mediocre 
D - 0.7 3               Mediocre 
F 0.0 2  Poor 
F 0.0 1 Very Poor 
* GPA = Grade Points x Credits per course ÷ total credits 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 

The GPA is on a scale of 1 to 4. The GPA is calculated as follows GPA = Grade Points x Credits per course ÷ total 
credits 

The Honors list is prepared on the basis of GPA : 

• Principal’s List –Students GPA above 3.4 in each semester 

• Vice Principal’s List – Students with GPA between 3 to 3.39 in each semester. 

• At the end of the four year High School Program , a transcript is given which reflects the students four years 
performance with the cumulative  GPA and the class ranking. 
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Appendix 11 

The KIS Diploma and Indian Universities 
KIS Diploma has been accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 
Philadelphia (MSA) since 1968 and has been recognized by the Association of Indian Universities(AIU) since 1981 
allowing KIS graduates direct entry to Indian universities .  
 
This mark sheet and conversion is verified and approved by the Association of Indian Universities. For a minimum 
pass mark of 40% as used in India, the approximate percentage equivalents are : 
 

Letter grades of KIS Diploma to Indian mark sheet ( Percentage ) 
 
Quarter 1 (40%)+ Quarter 2 (40%) +  Semester Exam 
(20%) = Semester grade 
  
Letter grade Percentage range 

A+ 90 – 100 

A 85 – 90 
A - 80 – 84 
B+ 75 – 79 
B 66 – 74 
B - 60 – 65 
C+ 57 – 59 

C 53 – 56 
C - 50 – 52 
D+ 47 – 49 
D 43 – 46 
D - 40 – 42 
F < 40 and Failure 

 

Note :  1. The pass in each subject is 40%. 

       2. Ungraded (pass-fail) subjects receive S (Satisfactory) or U (Unsatisfactory) 

           3. No divisions are awarded. 

  

The KIS Diploma is awarded each year to all those who have successfully completed it by the end of May each 
year. All Graduates of KIS Diploma are given Indian Mark sheet in order to have direct access to Indian 
Universities at the under graduate level. 
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Appendix 12 
Grade Descriptors in Subject Areas: 

Group 1 - Language A1 grade descriptors (HL) 
 
Grade 7          Excellent performance 
Demonstrates: excellent knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; very strong and detailed appreciation of 
the effects of technique and style; very strong evidence of independent and/or original perspectives on the works 
studied, where appropriate; consistently focused, carefully developed and persuasive presentation of ideas or 
argument; use of language that is varied, clear, concise, precise and convincingly adapted to tasks. 
 
Grade 6            Very good performance 
Demonstrates: very good knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; strong and detailed 
appreciation of the effects of technique and style; strong evidence of a personal engagement with the works 
studied, where appropriate; clearly focused, well-developed and purposeful presentation of ideas or argument; use 
of language that is varied, clear, concise and effectively adapted to tasks. 
 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates: sound knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; good appreciation of the 
effects of technique and style; good evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where 
appropriate; clearly focused and effective presentation of ideas or argument; use of language that is clear, concise 
and appropriately adapted to tasks. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates: adequate knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; adequate awareness of the effects of 
technique and style; adequate evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where appropriate; 
generally focused and satisfactory development/presentation of ideas or argument; use of language that is 
generally clear, accurate, fluent and appropriate to tasks. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates: some knowledge but superficial understanding of works and tasks; some awareness of the effects 
of technique and style; some evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where appropriate; 
some evidence of a focus but ideas are neither appropriately developed nor presented; use of language that is 
limited in clarity, accuracy, fluency and appropriateness to tasks. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates: basic knowledge and/or understanding of works and tasks; basic awareness of the 
elements of technique and style; basic structure to the presentation of ideas; use of language that is lacking in 
clarity, accuracy and coherence. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates: rudimentary knowledge and/or understanding of works and tasks; presentation without clarity or 
relevance; use of language that is barely intelligible. 
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Group 1 - Language A1 grade descriptors (SL) 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Demonstrates: excellent knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; sound appreciation of the effects of 
technique and style; very strong evidence of independent and/or original perspectives on the works studied, where 
appropriate; consistently focused, carefully developed and persuasive presentation of ideas or argument; use of 
language that is varied, clear, concise, precise and convincingly adapted to tasks. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Demonstrates: very good knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; adequate appreciation of the effects of 
technique and style; strong evidence of a personal engagement with the works studied, where appropriate; clearly 
focused, well-developed and purposeful presentation of ideas or argument; use of language that is varied, clear, 
concise and effectively adapted to tasks. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates: sound knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; some appreciation of the 
effects of technique and style; good evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where 
appropriate; clearly focused and effective presentation of ideas or argument; use of language that is clear, concise 
and appropriately adapted to tasks. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates: adequate knowledge and understanding of works and tasks; adequate awareness of the elements 
of technique and style; adequate evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where 
appropriate; generally focused and satisfactory development/presentation of ideas or argument; use of language 
that is generally clear, accurate, fluent and appropriate to tasks. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates: some knowledge but superficial understanding of works and tasks; some awareness of the 
elements of technique and style; some evidence of a relevant personal response to the works studied, where 
appropriate; some evidence of a focus but ideas are neither appropriately developed nor presented; use of 
language that is limited in clarity, accuracy, fluency and appropriateness to tasks. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates: basic knowledge and/or understanding of works and tasks; basic awareness of the 
elements of technique and style; basic structure to the presentation of ideas; use of language that is lacking in 
clarity, accuracy and coherence. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates: rudimentary knowledge and/or understanding of works and tasks; presentation without clarity or 
relevance; use of language that is barely intelligible. 
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Group 2 - Language B grade descriptors (HL) 
 
Grade 7 Excellent performance 
Demonstrates understanding of most of the subtleties in speech and writing. Communicates with 
sophistication, with very few errors and using a range of advanced language. 

Grade 6 Very good performance 
Demonstrates understanding of some of the subtleties in speech and writing. Communicates with ease and 
fluency, with few errors and using some advanced language. 

Grade 5 Good performance 
Demonstrates competent understanding of all essential meaning in speech and writing. Consistently 
communicates coherently, with some errors and some range. 

Grade 4 Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates competent understanding of basic meaning in speech and writing. Generally 
communicates coherently but with regular errors and little range. 

Grade 3 Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates some understanding of speech and writing. Communicates effectively at times. 

Grade 2 Poor performance 
Demonstrates limited understanding of speech and writing. Shows limited ability to communicate. 

Grade 1 Very poor performance 
Demonstrates very limited understanding of speech and writing. Shows very limited ability to communicate. 

 
Language B grade descriptors 2007 (SL) 
 
Grade 7 Excellent performance 
Demonstrates understanding of some of the subtleties in speech and writing. Communicates with ease and 
fluency, with few errors and using some advanced language. 

Grade 6 Very good performance 
Demonstrates competent understanding of all essential meaning in speech and writing. Consistently 
communicates coherently, with some errors and some range. 

Grade 5 Good performance 
Demonstrates competent understanding of basic meaning in speech and writing. Generally 
communicates coherently but with regular errors and little range. 

Grade 4 Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates some understanding of speech and writing. Communicates effectively at times. 

Grade 3 Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates limited understanding of speech and writing. Shows limited ability to communicate. 

Grade 2 Poor performance 
Demonstrates very limited understanding of speech and writing. Shows very limited ability to communicate. 

Grade 1 Very poor performance 

Demonstrates no competence in understanding or communicating in the language. 
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Group 3- Individuals and Societies  Grade Descriptors 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Demonstrates: conceptual awareness, insight, and knowledge and understanding which are evident in the skills of 
critical thinking; a high level of ability to provide answers which are fully developed, structured in a logical and 
coherent manner and illustrated with appropriate examples; a precise use of terminology which is specific to the 
subject; familiarity with the literature of the subject; the ability to analyse and evaluate evidence and to synthesize 
knowledge and concepts; awareness of alternative points of view and subjective and ideological biases, and the 
ability to come to reasonable, albeit tentative, conclusions; consistent evidence of critical reflective thinking; a high 
level of proficiency in analysing and evaluating data or problem solving. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Demonstrates: detailed knowledge and understanding; answers which are coherent, logically structured and well 
developed; consistent use of appropriate terminology; an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize knowledge 
and concepts; knowledge of relevant research, theories and issues, and awareness of different perspectives and 
contexts from which these have been developed; consistent evidence of critical thinking; an ability to analyse and 
evaluate data or to solve problems competently. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates: a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using subject-specific terminology; answers 
which are logically structured and coherent but not fully developed; an ability to provide competent answers with 
some attempt to integrate knowledge and concepts; a tendency to be more descriptive than evaluative although 
some ability is demonstrated to present and develop contrasting points of view; some evidence of critical thinking; 
an ability to analyse and evaluate data or to solve problems. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates: a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject going beyond the mere citing of isolated, 
fragmentary, irrelevant or ‘common sense’ points; some ability to structure answers but with insufficient clarity and 
possibly some repetition; an ability to express knowledge and understanding in terminology specific to the subject; 
some understanding of the way facts or ideas may be related and embodied in principles and concepts; some 
ability to develop ideas and substantiate assertions; use of knowledge and understanding which is more descriptive 
than analytical; some ability to compensate for gaps in knowledge and understanding through rudimentary 
application or evaluation of that knowledge; an ability to interpret data or to solve problems and some ability to 
engage in analysis and evaluation. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates: some knowledge and understanding of the subject; a basic sense of structure that is not sustained 
throughout the answers; a basic use of terminology appropriate to the subject; some ability to establish links 
between facts or ideas; some ability to comprehend data or to solve problems. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates: a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject; some sense of structure in the answers; a 
limited use of terminology appropriate to the subject; a limited ability to establish links between facts or ideas; a 
basic ability to comprehend data or to solve problems. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates: very limited knowledge and understanding of the subject; almost no organizational structure in the 
answers; inappropriate or inadequate use of terminology; a limited ability to comprehend data or to solve problems. 
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Group 4 – Experimental Sciences Grade Descriptors 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Displays comprehensive knowledge of factual information in the syllabus and a thorough command of concepts 
and principles. Selects and applies relevant information, concepts and principles wide variety of contexts. Analyses 
and evaluates quantitative and/or qualitative data thoroughly. Constructs detailed explanations of complex 
phenomena and makes appropriate predictions. Solves most quantitative and/or qualitative problems proficiently. 
Communicates logically and concisely using appropriate terminology and conventions. Shows insight or originality.  
 
Demonstrates personal skills, perseverance and responsibility in a wide variety of investigative activities in a very 
consistent manner. Works very well within a team and approaches investigations in an ethical manner, paying full 
attention to environmental impact. Displays competence in a wide range of investigative techniques, paying 
considerable attention to safety, and is fully capable of working independently. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Displays very broad knowledge of factual information in the syllabus and a thorough understanding of concepts and 
principles. Selects and applies relevant information, concepts principles in most contexts. Analyses and evaluates 
quantitative and/or qualitative data with high level of competence. Constructs explanations of complex phenomena 
and makes appropriate predictions. Solves basic or familiar problems and most new or difficult quantitative 
and/qualitative problems. Communicates effectively using appropriate terminology and conventions. Shows 
occasional insight or originality. 
 
Demonstrates personal skills, perseverance and responsibility in a wide variety of investigative activities in a very 
consistent manner. Works well within a team and approaches investigations an ethical manner, paying due 
attention to environmental impact. Displays competence in a wide range of investigative techniques, paying due 
attention to safety, and is generally capable working independently.  
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Displays broad knowledge of factual information in the syllabus. Shows sound understanding most concepts and 
principles and applies them in some contexts. Analyses and evaluates quantitative and/or qualitative data 
competently. Constructs explanations of simple phenomena. Solves most basic or familiar problems and some new 
or difficult quantitative and/or qualitative problems. Communicates clearly with little or no irrelevant material. 
 
Demonstrates personal skills, perseverance and responsibility in a variety of investigative activities in a fairly 
consistent manner. Generally works well within a team and approaches investigations in an ethical manner, paying 
attention to environmental impact. Displays competence in a range of investigative techniques, paying attention to 
safety, and is sometimes capable of working independently. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Displays reasonable knowledge of factual information in the syllabus, though possibly with some gaps. Shows 
adequate comprehension of most basic concepts and principles but with limited ability to apply them. Demonstrates 
some analysis or evaluation of quantitative or qualitative data. Solves some basic or routine problems but shows 
limited ability to deal with new or difficult situations. Communicates adequately although responses may lack clarity 
and include some repetitive or irrelevant material. 
 
Demonstrates personal skills, perseverance and responsibility in a variety of investigative activities, although 
displays some inconsistency. Works within a team and generally approaches investigations in an ethical manner, 
with some attention to environmental impact. Displays competence in a range of investigative techniques, paying 
some attention to safety, although requiring some close supervision. 
 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Displays limited knowledge of factual information in the syllabus. Shows a partial comprehension of basic concepts 
and principles and weak ability to apply them. Shows some ability to manipulate data and solve basic or routine 
problems. Communicates with a possible lack of clarity and some repetitive or irrelevant material. 
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Demonstrates personal skills, perseverance and responsibility in some investigative activities in an inconsistent 
manner. Works within a team and sometimes approaches investigations in an ethical manner, with some attention 
to environmental impact. Displays competence in some investigative techniques, occasionally paying attention to 
safety, and requires close supervision. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Displays little recall of factual information in the syllabus. Shows weak comprehension of basic concepts and 
principles and little evidence of application. Exhibits minimal ability to manipulate data and little or no ability to solve 
problems. Offers responses which are often incomplete or irrelevant.  
 
Rarely demonstrates personal skills, perseverance or responsibility in investigative activities. Works within a team 
occasionally but makes little or no contribution. Occasionally approaches investigations in an ethical manner, but 
shows very little awareness of the environmental impact. Displays competence in a very limited range of 
investigative techniques, showing little awareness of safety factors and needing continual and close supervision. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Recalls fragments of factual information in the syllabus and shows very little understanding of any concepts or 
principles. Rarely demonstrates personal skills, perseverance or responsibility in investigative activities. Does not 
work within a team. Rarely approaches investigations in an ethical manner, or shows an awareness of the 
environmental impact. Displays very little competence in investigative techniques, generally pays no attention to 
safety, and requires constant supervision. 
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Group 5 -Mathematics Grade Descriptors 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the syllabus; successfully applies mathematical 
principles at a sophisticated level in a wide variety of contexts; successfully uses problem-solving techniques in 
challenging situations; recognizes patterns and structures, makes generalizations and justifies conclusions; 
understands and explains the significance and reasonableness of results, and draws full and relevant conclusions; 
communicates mathematics in 
a clear, effective and concise manner, using correct techniques, notation and terminology; demonstrates the ability 
to integrate knowledge, understanding and skills from different areas of the course; uses technology proficiently. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Demonstrates a broad knowledge and understanding of the syllabus; successfully applies mathematical principles 
in a variety of contexts; uses problem-solving techniques in challenging situations; recognizes patterns and 
structures, and makes some generalizations; understands and 
explains the significance and reasonableness of results, and draws relevant conclusions; communicates 
mathematics in a clear and effective manner, using correct techniques, notation and terminology; demonstrates 
some ability to integrate knowledge, understanding and skills 
from different areas of the course; uses technology proficiently. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of the syllabus; successfully applies mathematical principles 
in performing routine tasks; successfully carries out mathematical processes in a variety of contexts, and 
recognizes patterns and structures; understands the significance of results and draws some conclusions; 
successfully uses problem-solving techniques in routine situations; communicates mathematics effectively, using 
suitable notation and terminology; demonstrates an awareness of the links between different areas of the course; 
uses technology appropriately. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge of the syllabus; applies mathematical principles in performing some routine 
tasks; successfully carries out mathematical processes in straightforward 
contexts; shows some ability to recognize patterns and structures; uses problem-solving techniques in routine 
situations; has limited understanding of the significance of results and attempts to draw some conclusions; 
communicates mathematics adequately, using some appropriate techniques, notation and terminology; uses 
technology satisfactorily. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates partial knowledge of the syllabus and limited understanding of mathematical principles in performing 
some routine tasks; attempts to carry out mathematical processes in straightforward contexts; communicates some 
mathematics, using appropriate techniques, notation or terminology; uses technology to a limited extent. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates limited knowledge of the syllabus; attempts to carry out mathematical processes at 
a basic level; communicates some mathematics, but often uses inappropriate techniques, notation 
or terminology; uses technology inadequately. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates minimal knowledge of the syllabus; demonstrates little or no ability to use mathematical processes, 
even when attempting routine tasks; is unable to make effective use of technology. 
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Group 5 -Computer Science Grade Descriptors 
Note: statements in italics refer to the program dossier component. 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Near perfect recall of technical knowledge with few gaps. Excellent comprehension, application and analysis. Able 
to synthesize topics, and discuss and select data structures as appropriate. Able to interpret and construct fairly 
complex algorithms, and produce workable and mostly efficient solutions. Able to analyse a problem; plan, 
implement and test a solution effectively. Able to thoroughly evaluate a solution.  
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Very good recall of technical knowledge with some gaps. Good comprehension, application and analysis. Able to 
select data structures and describe their suitability for a given task. Able to interpret and construct fairly complex 
algorithms with few errors and produce workable, partly efficient solutions. Able to fully describe a problem. Good 
evidence of ability to plan, test and evaluate a solution to a problem. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Good recall of technical knowledge without broad gaps. Good comprehension, application and analysis. Able to 
comment on alternative data structures suitable for a given task. Able to interpret and construct fairly complex 
algorithms and produce partially workable solutions. Able to describe a problem well. Shows some evidence of 
ability to plan, test and evaluate a solution to a problem. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Reasonable recall of technical knowledge with some broad gaps. Able to produce evidence of comprehension, 
application and analysis. Able to list data structures that may be suitable for a given task. Able to interpret and 
construct simple algorithms. Able to describe a problem. Able to plan or test or evaluate a solution. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Some recall of technical knowledge but with evident broad gaps. A little analysis and application. Some general 
knowledge of data structures. Able to interpret or construct simple algorithms. Able to outline a problem and 
produce a partly workable solution. Some evidence of ability to plan or test or evaluate a solution. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Very limited recall of technical knowledge. Weak knowledge of application and analysis. Limited knowledge of data 
types and structures. Some evidence of being able to interpret or construct simple algorithms. Able to construct 
simple solutions that work at least partially. Limited ability to plan, test or evaluate solutions. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Little or no recall of technical knowledge. Application and analysis are absent. Little or no ability at algorithm 
construction and interpretation. Largely unable to construct solutions to problems. Little or no ability to plan, test or 
evaluate solutions. 
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Group 6 - Music grade descriptors (HL, SLS, SLG, SLC) 
 
Grade 7 Excellent performance 
Demonstrates in a highly consistent manner: excellent perceptual skills in response to music, excellent and secure 
knowledge and understanding of music in relation to time and place, and a sound use of musical language to 
reflect thorough critical understanding; excellent performance skills and/or excellent compositional skills. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Demonstrates in a most consistent manner: very good perceptual skills in response to music, very good and secure 
knowledge and understanding of music in relation to time and place, and sound use of musical language to reflect 
mostly competent critical understanding; very good performance skills and/or very good compositional skills. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates in a consistent manner: good perceptual skills in response to music, good knowledge and 
understanding of music in relation to time and place, and mostly sound use of musical language to reflect some 
competent critical understanding; good performance skills and/or good compositional skills. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates in a fairly consistent manner: satisfactory perceptual skills in response to music, some appropriate 
knowledge and understanding of music in relation to time and place, and mostly 
appropriate use of musical language to reflect some critical understanding; satisfactory performance skills and/or 
satisfactory compositional skills. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates: mediocre perceptual skills in response to music, some knowledge and understanding of music in 
relation to time and place, and some appropriate use of musical language to reflect partial critical understanding; 
mediocre performance skills and/or mediocre compositional skills. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates: poor perceptual skills in response to music, little knowledge and understanding of music in relation 
to time and place, and little adequate use of musical language to reflect limited, if any, critical understanding; poor 
performance skills and/or poor compositional skills. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates: very poor perceptual skills in response to music, very little, if any, knowledge and understanding of 
music in relation to time and place, and very little, if any, use of musical language to reflect very limited, if any, 
critical understanding; very poor performance skills and/or very poor compositional skills. 
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Visual arts grade descriptors (HL, SLA, SLB) 
 
Grade 7  Excellent performance 
Demonstrates in a highly consistent manner: excellent growth and a strong relationship between research and 
artistic production; thorough command of topics/concepts; highly developed understanding of sociocultural and 
historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; excellent critical analysis; excellent exploration of ideas, 
and meaningful and creative studio works (HL/SLA); excellent technical ability and effective setting and solving of 
artistic problems. 
 
Grade 6  Very good performance 
Demonstrates in a very consistent manner: very good growth and a sound relationship between research and 
artistic production; thorough understanding of most topics/concepts; understanding of sociocultural and historical 
perspectives in more than one cultural context; very good critical analysis; very good exploration of ideas, and 
meaningful and creative studio works (HL/SLA); very good technical ability and setting and solving of artistic 
problems. 
 
Grade 5  Good performance 
Demonstrates in a consistent manner: good growth and a good relationship between research and artistic 
production; generally sound understanding of most topics/concepts; understanding of socio-cultural and historical 
perspectives in more than one cultural context; good critical analysis; good exploration of ideas, and mostly 
meaningful and creative studio works (HL/SLA); good technical ability and setting and solving of artistic problems. 
 
Grade 4  Satisfactory performance 
Demonstrates in a fairly consistent manner: satisfactory growth and an adequate relationship between research 
and artistic production; satisfactory understanding of most topics/concepts; adequate understanding of 
sociocultural and historical perspectives in more than one cultural context; satisfactory critical analysis; satisfactory 
exploration of ideas, and some meaningful studio works (HL/SLA); satisfactory technical ability and solving of basic 
and routine formal and technical problems. 
 
Grade 3  Mediocre performance 
Demonstrates: mediocre growth and a partial relationship between research and artistic production; mediocre 
understanding of some topics/concepts; partial understanding of sociocultural and historical perspectives in more 
than one cultural context; limited critical analysis; some mediocre exploration of ideas, and the limited development 
of a few meaningful studio works (HL/SLA); mediocre technical ability and solving of some basic and routine formal 
and technical problems. 
 
Grade 2  Poor performance 
Demonstrates: poor growth and a limited relationship between research and artistic production; weak 
understanding of topics/concepts; poor understanding of sociocultural and historical perspectives in one or 
sometimes more cultural contexts; little capacity for critical analysis; poor exploration of ideas and the limited 
development of studio works (HL/SLA); poor technical ability and solving of a few basic or routine formal and 
technical problems. 
 
Grade 1  Very poor performance 
Demonstrates: very poor growth and a very limited relationship, if any, between research and artistic production; 
very weak understanding of topics/concepts; very poor understanding of sociocultural and historical perspectives in 
one or sometimes more cultural contexts; very little capacity for critical analysis, if any; very poor exploration of 
ideas in studio works (HL/SLA); very poor technical ability and very occasional solving of basic or routine formal 
and technical problems. 
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Form 1 
 

IB Diploma Program (2009-2010) 
 
 
General regulations  
 
 
Name of student:   
 
Name of Parent / Guardian:   
 
 
 
This is to acknowledge that we have completed the following: 
 

1. Received, read, understood and accepted the IB Diploma Program general regulations document 
2. Noted and understood the rules on copyright relating to students materials submitted to the International 

Baccalaureate Organization as provided under article 3 of the general regulations. 
 
 
Signature of student:  Signature of parent / guardian:   
 
 
Date:   Date:  
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 Form 2 
 

IB extended essay 

 
Student’s declaration 
 

1. I am aware that failure to respect the deadlines may place a student’s standing as an IB Diploma candidate 
at risk.  

2. I am aware that there is a policy on academic honesty and I am familiar with the contents.  
3. I have attended a session presented by the IB Coordinator on the requirements of the extended essay. 
4. I have received a copy of the general assessment criteria and am aware that I need to get a copy of the 

subject assessment criteria after I have decided on my topic. 
 
 
 
 
Name of student:   
 
 
Signature:   
 
 
Date:  
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Form 3 

The online registration procedure (grade 11) 

Name of the student:   Advisor:   

 
Step one : Go to KISNet - My Portal and first fill in your ‘Career Plan” 
Step two: Go to the ‘Academic Planner’ and click on grade 11, first semester to make your selection of subjects 
Step three: Guidelines for selection (see academic planner)  
 
1. Rules for IB students  (choose: one subject from each of the 6 groups / or an optional subject from groups 

3 or 4 or Computer Science from group 5. Three / four of your 6 subjects must be at a HL. In other words: 
• One selection only from English, Math and Second Language 
• Minimum 1 and maximum 2 from Social Studies  
• Science – minimum 1 and maximum 3 (those taking 3 sciences will take 7 subjects in total) 
• Total subject selection for IB - 6 / 7 subjects 
• Art or Music (may be the 7th subject) 
• TOK a MUST for full IB Diploma student and it will be found in Electives 
• Ensure that you have met the additional requirements of Health, FAPA and RE by the first semester of 

grade 12 so that you can concentrate on IB requirements in semester 2 of grade 12 
 
2. IB and KIS Diploma related rules for course registr ation  

• PSL/PHL- indicates first year of IB course at Standard / Higher Level 
• Please ensure that at least 3 courses at HL and 3 courses at SL are taken for a full IB Diploma student 
• The KIS Diploma / IB certificate students must select subjects keeping only the KIS credit 

requirements of the core subjects and the additional requirements of FAPA, RE ,PE and Health  in 
mind 

 

Groups & departments IB Higher Level IB Standard Level KIS course 

Group 1 
English (one only) 
Prerequisite 

English PHL 
(grade10 Hon or 
B- in Advanced 
English) 

 English PSL English 11 

Group 2 
Second Language 
(Language B) 
(one only) 
Prerequisite: should 
have had 2-5 years 
previous study of the 
language for PHL / PSL 

Hindi B PHL 
German B PHL 
Korean B PHL 
Tamil B PHL 
Dzongkha B PHL 

French B PSL 
Hindi BPSL 
German PSL 
Spanish ab initio PSL 
Spanish PSL 
Korean B PSL 
Tamil B PSL 
 

Dzongkha 11 & 12 
Hindi (Beginners) 
Tamil(intro/intermediate) 

Group 3  
Social Studies (not 
more than two SS 
courses can be taken) 
Prerequisite: 
Humanities 10 

Economics PHL  
Business & 
Management PHL 
History PHL 
Geography PHL                  
Psychology PHL 
(combined class 
for PSL &PHL) 

Economics PSL 
Business & 
Management PSL 
Geography PSL 
Psychology PSL 

*Political Studies 
*Accountancy 
*(these semester courses go 
towards credits  for 
electives) 

Group 4 
Science 
(More than one science 
course can be taken) 
Prerequisite 
should have taken 
Bio1/Physics1/Chem1 

Chemistry PHL 
Physics PHL 
Biology PHL 

Chemistry PSL 
Physics PSL 
Biology PSL 
Environ. System. PSL 
(Bio & Env Syst can 
be taken together) 

Bio technology 
(this semester course goes 
towards credits  for 
electives) 
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Groups & departments IB Higher Level IB Standard Level KIS course 

Group 5 
Math 
(one only) 
Prerequisite 

Math PHL 
(Math Adv or 6 in 
Math 10) 

Math PSL 
(Math Adv or  5 in 
Math 10) 
Math Studies PSL  
(Maths 10) 

 
 

Group 5 
IT Dept 
*One semester of 
computer applications is 
a requirement for 
graduation 

Computer Science 
PHL 

Computer Science 
PSL 

*Computer Applications 
Web Designing 
Programming in Java 

Group 6  
FAPA 
Music 
Art  

Music PHL 
Visual Arts PHL 

Music PSL 
Visual Arts PSL 

FAPA course list (fill below) 

 
3. Other KIS requirements : (must all be completed as soon as possible and certainly by end of year 12 first 

semester) 
 

• Health (1 semester in the grade 11 / grade 12) 
• Religious Education - Modern Religious Thought / Basic Christianity / Advanced Christianity / Ethics 

/ Judaism and Islam / Buddhism and Hinduism 
• FAPA 
� Fine Arts: General Art, Intermediate Art 
� Performing Arts: Drama, music individual lessons + practice (Piano, Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion, 

Voice, Strings, Classical Guitar, Veena, Carnatic Vocal, Tabla and Indian Dance) / Intermediate 
Choir / Intermediate Band / Small Orchestra / Advanced Band / Advanced Choir / Honors Choir 

 Note – Band / Ensembles / Choir are 2 semester courses 
� Practical Arts: Baking / Indian Cooking / International Cooking 
� Media Arts – Computer Graphics / Journalism / Yearbook / Photography 
� PE and Social Experience are requirements which need to be registered 
 
 

 
 
Student:   
 
 
 
Advisor:    Careers & College Advisor:   
 
 
 
High School Coordinator:   IB Coordinator:   
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Form 4 

The online registration procedure (grade 12) 

Name of the student:   Advisor:   

 
Step one: Go to KISNet - My Portal and first fill in your ‘Career Plan” 
Step two: Go to the ‘Academic Planner’ and click on grade 12, first semester to make your selection of subjects 
Step three: Guidelines for selection (see academic planner)  
 
1. Rules for IB students  

• Continue with the same subjects as those taken in grade 11. 
• If SL course has been taken in grade 11 then you cannot change the level to HL  
• However, if a HL course has been taken in grade 11 you may drop to the SL level provided you have 3 HL 

and 3 SL configurations  
• You may drop a subject from groups 3, 4, 5 (Computer Science) and 6 only in cases where you have taken 

7 IB subjects in grade 11 
• All full IB Diploma students must take TOK and it will be found in electives 
• Ensure that you have met the additional requirements of Health, FAPA and RE by the first semester of 

grade 12 so that you can concentrate on IB requirements in semester 2 
 
2. IB and KIS Diploma related rules for course registr ation  

• SL/HL- indicates second year of IB course at SL /HL 
• Please ensure that at least 3 courses at HL and 3 courses at SL are taken for a full IB Diploma   student 
• KIS Diploma / IB certificate grade 12 students must have at least 5 five credit courses 
• RE, FAPA and Health requirements should be met by the end of grade 12 
• Those students who drop out of the Diploma program in grade 11 and change to being certificate students 

only in grade 12 will need to take a RE course in place of TOK 
 

Groups & departments IB Higher Level IB Standard Level KIS course 

Group 1 
English (one only) 

English HL  English SL English 12 

Group 2 
Second Language 
(Language B) 
(one only) 
Prerequisite: should have 
had 2-5 years previous 
study of the language for 
PHL / PSL 

Hindi B HL 
German B HL 
Korean B HL 

French B SL 
Hindi B SL 
German SL 
Spanish ab initio SL 
Spanish SL 
Korean B SL 

Dzongkha 11 & 12 
Hindi (beginners) 
Tamil (beginners / 
intermediate) 

Group 3  
Social Studies (not  more 
than two SS course can be 
taken) 

Economics HL  
Business & 
Management HL 
History HL 
Geography HL                  
Psychology HL 
(combined class 
for SL & HL) 

Economics SL 
Business & 
Management SL 
Geography SL 
Psychology SL 

*Political Studies 
*Accountancy 
*(these semester 
courses go towards 
credits  for electives) 
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Groups & departments IB Higher Level IB Standard Level KIS course 

Group 4 
Science 
(More than one science 
course can be taken) 

Chemistry HL 
Physics HL 
Biology HL 

Chemistry SL 
Physics SL 
Biology SL 
Environ. Systems 
SL 
(Bio & Env Sys 
cannot be taken 
together.) 

Bio-technology 
(this semester course 
goes towards credits 
for electives) 

Group 5 
Math 
(one only) 
Prerequisite 

Math HL 
Math SL 
Math Studies SL  

 

Group 5 
IT department 
*One semester of 
computer applications is 
a requirement for 
graduation 

Computer Science 
HL 

Computer Science 
SL 

*Computer Applications 
Web Designing 
Programming in Java 

Group 6  
FAPA 
Music 
Art  

Music HL 
Visual Arts HL 

Music SL 
Visual Arts SL 

FAPA course list 
(fill below) 

 
 
3. Other KIS requirements : (must all be completed as soon as possible and certainly by end of year 12 first 

semester) 
 

• Health (1 semester in the grade 11 / grade 12) 
• Religious Education - Modern Religious Thought / Basic Christianity / Advanced Christianity / Ethics / 

Judaism and Islam / Buddhism and Hinduism 
• FAPA 

� Fine Arts: General Art, Intermediate Art 
� Performing Arts: Drama, music individual lessons + practice (Piano, Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion, 

Voice, Strings, Classical Guitar, Veena, Carnatic Vocal, Tabla and Indian Dance) / Intermediate 
Choir / Intermediate Band / Small Orchestra / Advanced Band / Advanced Choir / Honors Choir 
Note – Band / Ensembles / Choir are 2 semester courses 

� Practical Arts: Baking / Indian Cooking / International Cooking 
� Media Arts – Computer Graphics / Journalism / Yearbook / Photography 

� PE and Social Experience are requirements which need to be registered 
 
 
 
Student:   
 
 
 
Advisor:    Careers & College Advisor:   
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High School Coordinator:   IB Coordinator:   

Cover photograph by Penny Ohana 


